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remain at Florence, we have four principal pictures belonging
to this period, the Judith, the Madonna of the Magnificat,
the Adoration of the Magi, and the Fortitude, all of them
now in the Uffizi Gallery.

Regarding the charming little picture of Judith it is re-
marked by Ruskin that among all the many pictures on this
favourite subject this one by Botticelli is the only one that
is true to Judith, and that this will be seen if the Book of
Judith is studied. His reasons for this opinion, and his re-
marks on this picture generally are well worth studying.23

In the Madonna of the Magnificat we have a picture20
painted for Piero il Gottoso about the year 1465. The in-
fluence of Lucrezia Tornabuoni, the deeply religious poetess,
is specially apparent in this case; her spirit breathes through-
out the picture, which is like a representation in painting of
her poems. It is sometimes called the Humilitas, in allusion
both to the expression on the Madonna's face as she writes
her song of praise, and to the fact that the finger of the Child*
rests on that word in her song. The left hands,of both Child
and Mother rest together on a bitten pomegranate, the em-
blem of the Fall.30 It has been said of this picture that it "ex-
presses a depth of divine tenderness and a deep spiritual feel-
ing such as no other painter, not even Raphael, has reached.31
It differs in one notable respect from the many other pictures
on the subject of the Madonna and Child which Botticelli
painted in his third period, namely, in its keynote, For while
the keynote of this picture is humility, that of all those of
his third period is foreboding sorrow.

This picture was painted for Piero and his wife Lucrezia
at the time when their two sons, Lorenzo and Giuliano, were
boys of about sixteen and twelve respectively, i.e. the year
,1465 or 1466. They are the two boys introduced into the
picture as angels who are kneeling before the Madonna and
Child, and holding the inkstand and the book in which the
Blessed Virgin is writing her song, while a third angel bends
over them protectingly, resting one hand on the shoulder of